WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A method for configuring pluggable components, the method comprising: 

5 configuring preference values for one or more pluggable components on a first 

device; and 

distributing the one or more pluggable components to one or more other devices 
via a network subsequent to said configuring; 

10 

wherein the one or more pluggable components are executable within the one or 
more other devices in accordance with the configured preference values to 
provide services to users of the one or more other devices. 

15 2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said configuring preference values for 
one or more pluggable components on a first device comprises: 

receiving user input to a graphical user interface of the first device; and 

20 modifying the preference values of a first of the one or more pluggable 

components in accordance with the received user input. 

3. The method as recited in claim 2, further comprising displaying on the graphical 
user interface a current value of each of the preference values of the first pluggable 

25 component, wherein the received user input changes one or more of the displayed current 
values. 

4. The method as recited in claim 2, further comprising validating the received user 
input prior to said modifying the preference values. 

30 
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5. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said configuring preference values for 
one or more pluggable components on a first device comprises: 

receiving user input to a command line interface of the first device; and 

5 

modifying the preference values of a first of the one or more pluggable 
components in accordance with the received user input. 

6. The method as recited in claim 5, wherein the received user input specifies one or 
10 more of the preference values of the first pluggable component and a new value for each 

of the specified preference values. 

7. The method as recited in claim 5, further comprising validating the received user 
input prior to said modifying the preference values. 

15 

8. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said configuring preference values of 
one or more pluggable components on a first device comprises modifying one or more of 
the preference values of at least one of the one or more pluggable components. 

20 9. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising initializing each of the 
preference values of each of the one or more pluggable components to a default value for 
the preference value prior to said configuring. 

10. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the one or more pluggable components 
25 is a plurality of pluggable components, wherein each of the plurality of pluggable 

components are copies of a first pluggable component. 

11. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein the one or more other devices is a 
plurality of devices, wherein said configuring preference values comprises modifying the 
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preference values for each of the plurality of pluggable components for execution within 
a corresponding one of the plurality of devices. 

12. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein said distributing comprises sending 
each of the plurality of pluggable components to the corresponding one of the plurality of 
devices via the network. 

13. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said configuring preference values for 
one or more pluggable components on a first device comprises: 

generating a batch file comprising one or more configuration entries for the one or 
more pluggable components, wherein each configuration entry includes: 

information specifying one of the one or more pluggable components; 

information specifying one of the preference values for the specified 
pluggable component; and 

a new value for the specified preference value; and 

executing the batch file on the first device; 

wherein said executing the batch file comprises executing each of the one or more 
configuration entries in the batch file, wherein each of the one or more 
configuration entries sets the specified preference value for the specified 
pluggable component to the new value of the configuration entry when 
executed. 
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14. 



The method as recited in claim 13, 



10 



wherein the batch file further comprises one or more distribution entries, wherein 
each distribution entry includes: 

information specifying one of the one or more pluggable components; and 

information specifying one of the one or more other devices as a 
destination device for the specified pluggable component; 

wherein said executing the batch file comprises executing each of the one or more 
distribution entries in the batch file; and 



wherein said executing each of the one or more distribution entries comprises 
15 sending the specified pluggable component to the specified destination 

device via the network. 

15. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein each of the one or more pluggable 
components comprises a preferences file comprising the preference values associated 

20 with the pluggable component. 

16. The method as recited in claim 15, wherein the preferences files are Java 
programming language Properties files. 

25 17. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein each of the one or more other devices 
comprise an embedded server, wherein the one or more pluggable components are 
executable within the embedded server of each of the one or more other devices, 

18. The method as recited in claim 16, wherein the embedded servers include Java 
30 Embedded Servers. 
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19. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the pluggable components are Java 
Archive (JAR) files. 

5 20. The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the network is the Internet. 

21 . A system comprising: 
a first device; and 

10 

a plurality of devices operable to couple to the first device via a network; 

wherein the first device is configured to: 

15 configure preference values for a plurality of pluggable components in 

accordance with user input; and 

distribute the plurality of pluggable components to the plurality of devices 
via the network subsequent to said configuring and in response to 
20 user input; and 

wherein the plurality of pluggable components are executable within the plurality 
of devices in accordance with the configured preference values to provide 
services to users of the plurality of devices. 

25 

22. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein the first device comprises a display 
component, wherein, in said configuring preference values for a plurality of pluggable 
components, the first device is further configured to: 
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display in a graphical user interface on the display component a current value of 
each of the preference values of a first of the plurality of pluggable 
components; 

5 receive user input to the graphical user interface changing one or more of the 

displayed current values; and 

modify the preference values of the first pluggable component in accordance with 
the received user input. 

10 

23. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein the first device further comprises a 
display component, wherein, in said configuring preference values for a plurality of 
pluggable components, the first device is further configured to: 

15 receive user input to a command line interface on the display component of the 

device, wherein the user input specifies one or more of the preference 
values of the first pluggable component and a new value for each of the 
specified preference values; and 

20 modify the preference values of a first of the plurality of pluggable components in 

accordance with the received user input. 

24. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein the processor is further operable to 
initialize each of the preference values of each of the plurality of pluggable components 

25 to a default value for the preference value prior to said configuring, and wherein, in said 
configuring preference values of the plurality of pluggable components, the first device is 
further configured to modify one or more of the default preference values of at least one 
of the plurality of pluggable components. 
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25. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein each of the plurality of pluggable 
components are copies of a first pluggable component, wherein, in said configuring 
preference values, the first device is further configured to customize the preference values 
for each of the plurality of pluggable components for execution within a corresponding 
one of the plurality of devices. 

26. The system as recited in claim 25, wherein, in said distributing, the first device is 
further configured to send each of the plurality of pluggable components to the 
corresponding one of the plurality of devices via the network. 

27. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein, in said configuring preference values 
for a plurality of pluggable components, the first device is further configured to: 

generate a batch file comprising one or more configuration entries for the plurality 
of pluggable components in response to user input, wherein each 
configuration entry includes: 

information specifying one of the plurality of pluggable components; 

information specifying one of the preference values for the specified 
pluggable component; and 

a new value for the specified preference value; and 

execute the batch file; 

wherein, in said executing the batch file, the first device is further configured to 
execute each of the one or more configuration entries in the batch file, 
wherein each of the one or more configuration entries sets the specified 
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preference value for the specified pluggable component to the new value 
of the configuration entry when executed. 



28. The system as recited in claim 27, 

5 

wherein the batch file further comprises one or more distribution entries, wherein 
each distribution entry includes: 



information specifying one of the plurality of pluggable components; and 

10 

information specifying one of the plurality of devices as a destination 
device for the specified pluggable component; 



wherein, in said executing the batch file, the first device is further configured to 
15 execute each of the one or more distribution entries in the batch file; and 



wherein, in said executing each of the one or more distribution entries, the first 
device is further configured to send the specified pluggable component to 
the specified destination device via the network. 

20 

29. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein each of the plurality of pluggable 
components comprises a preferences file comprising the preference values associated 
with the pluggable component. 

25 30. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein the preferences files are Java 
programming language Properties files. 

31. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein each of the plurality of devices 
comprise an embedded server, wherein the plurality of pluggable components are 
30 executable within the embedded servers of the plurality of devices. 
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32. The system as recited in claim 31, wherein the embedded servers include Java 
Embedded Servers. 

5 33. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein the pluggable components are Java 
Archive (JAR) files. 

34. The system as recited in claim 21, wherein the network is the Internet. 
10 35. A device comprising: 



a memory configured to store program instructions; 



an input device configured to receive user input; and 



15 



a processor configured to read the program instructions from the memory and to 
execute the program instructions, wherein, in response to execution of the 
program instructions, the processor is operable to: 



20 



configure preference values for one or more pluggable components on the 
device in accordance with received user input; and 



25 



distribute the one or more pluggable components to one or more other 
devices via a network subsequent to said configuring and in 
response to user input; 



wherein the one or more pluggable components are executable within the one or 
more other devices in accordance with the configured preference values to 
provide services to users of the one or more other devices. 



30 
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36. 



The device as recited in claim 35, further comprising: 



a display component; 

5 wherein, in said configuring preference values for one or more pluggable 

components, the processor is further operable to: 

display in a graphical user interface on the display component a current 
value of each of the preference values of a first of the one or more 
10 pluggable components; 

receive user input to the graphical user interface changing one or more of 
the displayed current values; and 

15 modify the preference values of the first pluggable component in 

accordance with the received user input. 

37. The device as recited in claim 35, further comprising: 

20 a display component; 

wherein, in said configuring preference values for one or more pluggable 
components, the processor is further operable to: 

25 receive user input to a command line interface on the display component 

of the device, wherein the received user input specifies one or more 
of the preference values of the first pluggable component and a 
new value for each of the specified preference values; and 



Atty. Dkt No.: 5181-46501 



Page 40 



Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. 



modify the preference values of a first of the one or more pluggable 
components in accordance with the received user input. 

38. The device as recited in claim 35, wherein the processor is further operable to 
5 initialize each of the preference values of each of the one or more pluggable components 

to a default value for the preference value prior to said configuring. 

39. The device as recited in claim 35, wherein the one or more pluggable components 
is a plurality of pluggable components, wherein each of the plurality of pluggable 

10 components are copies of a first pluggable component, wherein the one or more other 
devices is a plurality of devices, wherein, in said configuring preference values, the 
processor is further operable to modify the preference values for each of the plurality of 
pluggable components for execution within a corresponding one of the plurality of 
devices, 

15 

40. The device as recited in claim 39, wherein, in said distributing, the processor is 
further operable to send each of the plurality of pluggable components to the 
corresponding one of the plurality of devices via the network. 

20 41. The device as recited in claim 35, wherein, in said configuring preference values 
for one or more pluggable components on a first device, the processor is further operable 
to: 

generate a batch file comprising one or more configuration entries for the one or 
25 more pluggable components in response to user input, wherein each 

configuration entry includes: 

information specifying one of the one or more pluggable components; 
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information specifying one of the preference values for the specified 
pluggable component; and 

a new value for the specified preference value; and 

5 

execute the batch file; 

wherein, in said executing the batch file, the processor is further operable to 
execute each of the one or more configuration entries in the batch file, 
10 wherein each of the one or more configuration entries sets the specified 

preference value for the specified pluggable component to the new value 
of the configuration entry when executed. 



42. The device as recited in claim 35, wherein each of the one or more pluggable 
15 components comprises a preferences file comprising the preference values associated 

with the pluggable component. 

43. The device as recited in claim 35, wherein the pluggable components are Java 
Archive (JAR) files. 

20 

44. The device as recited in claim 35, wherein the network is the Internet. 

45. A carrier medium comprising program instructions, wherein the program 
instructions are computer-executable to implement: 

25 

configuring preference values for one or more pluggable components; and 

distributing the one or more pluggable components to one or more devices via a 
network subsequent to said configuring; 

30 
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wherein the one or more pluggable components are executable within the one or 
more devices in accordance with the configured preference values to 
provide services to users of the one or more devices. 

5 46. The carrier medium as recited in claim 45, wherein, in said configuring preference 
values for one or more pluggable components, the program instructions are further 
computer-executable to implement: 

displaying on a graphical user interface a current value of each of the preference 
10 values of a first of the one or more pluggable components; 

receiving user input to the graphical user interface, wherein the received user 
input changes one or more of the displayed current values; and 

15 modifying the preference values of the first pluggable component in accordance 

with the received user input. 

47. The carrier medium as recited in claim 45, wherein, in said configuring preference 
values for one or more pluggable components, the program instructions are further 
20 computer-executable to implement: 

receiving user input to a command line interface, wherein the received user input 
specifies one or more of the preference values of a first of the one or more 
pluggable components and a new value for each of the specified 
25 preference values; and 

modifying the preference values of the first pluggable component in accordance 
with the received user input. 
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48. The carrier medium as recited in claim 45 , wherein the program instructions are 
further computer-executable to implement initializing each of the preference values of 
each of the one or more pluggable components to a default value for the preference value 
prior to said configuring. 

5 

49. The carrier medium as recited in claim 45, wherein the one or more pluggable 
components is a plurality of pluggable components, wherein each of the plurality of 
pluggable components are copies of a first pluggable component, wherein the one or more 
devices is a plurality of devices, wherein, in said configuring preference values, the 

10 program instructions are further computer-executable to implement modifying the 
preference values for each of the plurality of pluggable components for execution within 
a corresponding one of the plurality of devices. 

50. The carrier medium as recited in claim 49, wherein, in said distributing, the 
15 program instructions are further computer-executable to implement sending each of the 

plurality of pluggable components to the corresponding one of the plurality of devices via 
the network. 



51. The carrier medium as recited in claim 45, wherein, in said configuring preference 
20 values for one or more pluggable components, the program instructions are further 
computer-executable to implement: 

generating a batch file comprising one or more configuration entries for the one or 
more pluggable components, wherein each configuration entry includes: 



25 



information specifying one of the one or more pluggable components; 



information specifying one of the preference values for the specified 
pluggable component; and 

30 
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a new value for the specified preference value; and 

executing each of the one or more configuration entries in the batch file, wherein 
each of the one or more configuration entries sets the specified preference 
5 value for the specified pluggable component to the new value of the 

configuration entry when executed. 

52. The carrier medium as recited in claim 45, wherein each of the one or more 
devices comprise an embedded server, wherein the one or more pluggable components 

10 are executable within the embedded server of each of the one or more devices. 

53. The carrier medium as recited in claim 52, wherein the pluggable components are 
Java Archive (JAR) files. 

15 54. The carrier medium as recited in claim 45, wherein the network is the Internet. 
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